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MONROE – Technology in green
power is changing so fast, Dennis
Baucom said, that “Every time I get on
the Internet, I see something new.”

Baucom, South Piedmont Community
College’s director of vocational trades,
teaches a class in solar and wind
energy and wants to make sure his
students have the knowledge and
hands-on experience they need to be
prepared for those rapid changes.

His class, which meets at the Aero-
space and Advanced Manufacturing
Training Center on Airport Road,
recently installed a wind turbine and a
solar panel array that can power the
center’s flexible manufacturing system
for short periods of time.

“It can run it for about an hour on a full
charge,” Baucom said. “The students
did all the work. “

The class met for four weeks.
Because it was the first installation for
the students, and for Baucom, “They

SPCC Class Prepares Students for Career in Green Power
had to do some planning,” he said.
“That’s part of the class, too. They
probably spent a solid week on the
install.”

When they were done, they had installed
a 340-watt solar array on the ground near
the front door and a wind turbine on the
roof just above and to the left of the door.
The electricity generated by the two
units is fed into four batteries inside the
building and that energy is converted
from DC power into AC power to run the
flexible manufacturing system that is
used by Russell Carpenter’s advanced
manufacturing students.

Carpenter has taught some green power
classes in the past, but this was the first
class to have this caliber of equipment.
The kit for the solar panels and wind
turbine cost about $5,000, and the
school spent an additional $1,000 on
other items.

Baucom noted that for this first installa-
tion, some things were done with student
safety in mind. For example, instead of
being 20 feet in the air, the solar panel
can be reached with a small stepladder.
The wind turbine is where it can be
reached easily from a lower section of
the roof. “We did look at different applica-
tions with the install,” Baucom said. “The
reason we went with what we did was for
the safety of the students.”

Some of the additional expense was to
make the solar panel safer and sturdier.
“We had to add to what we bought just
to make it safer,” he said. “That just lets
you know there’s nobody around here
who’s set up to do this like it should be
done.

 “It’s not only training, but we also
emphasized there’s not a whole lot of
solar businesses locally,” Baucom said.
“Creating your own business is part of it.
This stuff’s coming. Russell and I found
that there are really not a lot of local
companies that do everything.”

A wind turbine sits atop SPCC’s Aerospace
and Advanced Manufacturing Training
Center on Airport Road. Put  together by
students in the Solar and Wind Energy class,
the turbine can help power the center’s
flexible manufacturing system.

Dennis Baucom, SPCC’s director of vocational
trades, talks about the solar panel array his
Solar and Wind Energy students put together
at SPCC’s Aerospace and Advanced Manu-
facturing Training Center on Airport Road.

For instance, Baucom said, a home-
owner trying to purchase such a
system might have batteries that
come from Virginia and installers who
come from Georgia.

Baucom said that at least two of the
10 students in the last class were
interested in starting their own
business. “I don’t know where they’ll
go with it,” he said. “I feel like even if
they don’t start their own business,
they’ll take this and do something on
their own.”

Depending on the budget for the
coming year, Baucom would like to
leave the solar panels and wind
turbine in place and purchase a new
kit for the next class. “If we don’t get
the budget money, we’ll probably tear
it down and have the students do a
different application,” he said.

Baucom has an evening class sched-
uled in August and an afternoon class
scheduled in October. For information,
he can be reached at 704-290-5222.
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BB&T Wadesboro Main BB&T Ansonville

111 East Caswell Street 8813 Highway 52 North

704-694-6521 704-826-8315

We’re more than a bank. We’re your neighbors.

BBT. Member FDIC. Only deposit products are FDIC insured. ©2007 BB&T. BBT.com

Professional Termite and Pest Control
Fire Ant Control

Mosquito Management
Crawl Space Dehumidification

Irrigation and Landscape Curbing

     Attic & Crawl space Insualtion
    Gutter Protection System

NEW!

Free Estimate!
Monroe: 291-9395

Wadesboro: 694-4844
TrustTerminix.com

Circles of Hope
What would you do if you had an extra
three hours a month? Surf the Internet?
Play a game? Shop?  Or would you use
that time to make a difference in
someone’s life? Circles of Hope offers
you an opportunity help someone in
generational poverty become a self-
sufficient, contributing member of
society. And it won’t cost you a cent.

Just a few hours of your time. Circles
works with families to help them get a
better education, improve work and life
skills, improve their quality of life and
break the cycle of poverty. This nation-
wide program started in Anson County in
2009 when 15
individuals,
desperate to
change their
circumstances,
were selected
for the first
“Gettin’ Ahead”
class.  The goal
of this class
was to have
each participant
construct an
individual,
workable plan
for getting out of poverty. The graduates
were invited to continue with the program
and become Circle Leaders.  These
Circle Leaders are matched with Allies
from the community who give support
and advice—never money—and help
them walk the path from the working
poor to the middle class. Since then, a
second Gettin’ Ahead class has gradu-
ated and a third is planned for the fall.

What is the advantage to Anson
County—and you, as a taxpayer—to
support Circles?  Only one year after the
first Gettin’ Ahead class:

• TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families) in Anson County went from
$2,627 to $744, a savings of $22,596
to Anson County.

• 10 people acquired jobs.
• 24 people upgraded their job skills.

New South Piedmont Community
College President Dr. Stan Sidor talks
with SPCC employees, from left, Lauren
Haney, Cathy Horne and Beth Ricketts
during a meet-and-greet with employees
Monday, July 11, on the L.L. Polk Cam-
pus in Polkton. Sidor will have a similar
event on the Old Charlotte Highway
Campus in Monroe later this month.

President Dr. Stan Sidor, left, talks with
SPCC employees William Truett and
Sonya Jarrett.

SPCC President Sidor
Welcoming Reception

• Five people moved to safe and stable
housing; one person is purchasing a
house.

• Five people acquired insurance.
• Nine families are no longer on public

assistance.

What is the advantage to you as an
employer? Families aren’t the only
winner in Circles. Families that come off
assistance become employed, have
future goals, and become part of the
qualified work force...providing you with a
more talented and dedicated workforce.
Public assistance is replaced with self-
sufficient, contributing citizens.

Gettin’ Ahead graduates and Circle
Leaders participate in weekly sessions
on work ethics, responsibility, money and

time manage-
ment, and other
skills that make
them valuable
employees.
Companies that
hire Circle
Leaders save
thousands of
dollars in
retention and
retraining
expenses.

Circles meets every Thursday at 5:30
p.m. at First United Methodist Church,
Wadesboro. It is supported by Anson
County churches, clubs organizations
and individuals. A meal and childcare are
provided. Once a month, Circle leaders
meet with their Allies—one or two people
who can share the benefit of their
knowledge. Allies often say they learn as
much from the Circle Leaders as they
impart.

Can you afford not to address this
issue? Who else will do it? We can stop
this spiral right here at home and you can
see and be a part of that change by
becoming an Ally. So—what would you do
with three extra hours a month? Would
you like to change a life and make a
difference in Anson County? It won’t cost
you a thing, but what you gain could be
priceless. www.circlesofhopeanson.org
Telephone: 704-994.2333
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R E A L   E S T A T E

704-694-5050

 Homes
 Land
 Rentals

(800) 948-1513
www.AndersonRealEstate.org

202 E. Morgan St. Wadesboro, N.C.

211 South Greene Street - P.O. Box  249

Wadesboro, N.C. 28170-0249 

704-694-2122

ANSON

BANK & TRUST

www.AnsonBankandTrust.com
Member

FDIC

Your Ad Here!
I’m Available for
Your Business

Advertisement.

For More Information
Please Call the Chamber

at 704-694-4181

Membership Renewals for Fiscal Year 2011-12!    Thank you All!
Addison Moore & Son
Advance Process Piping & Fab.  Inc.
Tommy Allen
Allen’s General Store, LLC
Dr. Don Altieri
Ambassador Health & Rehab of
Wadesboro, Inc. *
American Red Cross Anson/Union
Anson Apparel III
Anson Bank & Trust
Anson Children’s Center
Anson Community Hospital
Anson County Farm Bureau
Anson County Habitat for Humanity
Anson Family Optometric, PLLC *
Anson Machine Works
Anson Memorial Park
Anson Partnership for Children
Anson Personnel Association
Anson Pharmacy
Anson Co.Tourism Dev. Auth.
Ansonville Fire Department
API-Security
Aurora Family Counseling
Basic Finance
Bayada Nurses
Beth Rogers
B.V. Hedrick Gravel & Sand
Brown Creek Animal Hospital
Preston Burns
C&M Auto Supply
Carolina By-Products
Carolina Farm Credit
Carolina Title *
Carpenter & Flake, PLLC
Centralina Council of Govts.
Christian Tours

Coca Cola
Columbus Mc Kinnon *
Cross Country Properties
Curtis 1000
Employment Staffing Inc.
Forbes Jewelers
Four A Loader Work *
Griffin 88 Stores, Inc/Nice Homes, LLC
H&R Block
H.W. Little & Co.
William J. Haltiwanger Jr., DDS
Hornwood, Inc. *
Huntley Oil & Gas *
Robert & Evelyn Huntley *
Derek & Robbie James
KWT Insurance Agency Inc.
Leadership Anson Alumni Assoc.
Leavitt Funeral Home *
Liberty Medical Specialties
Lucy Little
Mary Louise Little *
Lynn Thomas Grading
The Malsgate
Martin Furniture
MCT General Contractors
Meadowview Terrace Assisted Living
Mineral Springs Fertilizer Inc.
Papa Joe’s Pizzeria *
Peaches and Cream
Pee Dee Electric
Piedmont Propane Services
Plank Road Realty
Precision Piping & Fabricating Inc.
George M. Puryear, DDS
Robbins & Associates Ins. Agency *
Sandhills Office Systems *
R. A. Jeffreys Dist. Co. of Wilmington

Security One
Russell Sikes *
Sonic Drive In
South Piedmont Com. College
Southern Piedmont Piping & Fabrication,
Inc.
Southside Baptist Church
Arthur Summers
SunTrust
Bill Thacker *
The Forever Inn
Town of Ansonville
Town of Lilesville
Town of Peachland
Town of Wadesboro
Tractor Supply
Dr. George & DianeTruman
Universal Fiber Systems *
Vaughn/Ricketts Contracting
Waddell Farms
Wadesboro Tire & Auto
Anson Restaurant Group (Wendy’s)
WFL Cable *
Whitley Lawn & Garden Inc.
* indicates a donation given above and
betond their dues.

GET READY PARENTS,
TEACHERS
 AND KIDS!

BACK TO SCHOOL
AUGUST 25TH



Anson County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 305  107 E. Wade St.
Wadesboro, N.C., 28170-0305
Information: 704-694-4181
Website: www.ansoncounty.org
E-mail: ansonchamber@windstream.net

Discover Anson: A Great Place To Call Home

CALENDAR
The Chamber of Commerce Mar-
keting Committee will meet at 8:00 a.m.
on Thursday, August 11.
The Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors will meet at 7:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, August 16.
The AEDC will meet at 7:30 a.m.on
Thursday, August 18.
Uptown Wadesboro Inc. will meet
at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 18.

Upcoming Calendar Events

The following have joined the Chamber
for Fiscal Year 2011-2012

   Gagliano Bookkeeping Services,
   Sylvia Gagliano, 830 Lake Stone Dr.,
   Monroe, N.C. 28112 Phone: 704.226.9155
   E-mail: gaglianojs0215@yahoocom

New Member Sketches

 Carolina Signworks,
 Dean Lawrence, 704 S. Hancock St.
 Rockingham, N.C. 28379 Phone & Fax:
 910-997-4444 E-mail
 dino@carolinasignworks.com  website:
 www.carolinasignworks.com

New Member Sketches
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Plank Road Realty

Residential  Commercial   Land  Rentals

‘Your Hometown Realtors’

704-694-9570
Toll-Free: (800) 694-9755

E-Mail: homes@plankroadrealty.com  Website: www.plankroadrealty.com
209 East Wade Street, Wadesboro, N.C., 28170

Anson’s Community Real Estate Company

License # 446 P.W.
Daytime Phone: 704-694-6207

Toll-Free 1-800-955-3047
204 S. Rutherford St., Wadesboro

Termites  Fleas  Roaches
Moisture Control

Automatic Temp Vents

  2011 Progress Energy Carolina, Inc.

August 3 —The Anson County FARMERS
MARKET will be open from 7:00 a.m. until
1:00 p.m. located on U.S. 52-South, just past
Wadesboro Primary School and Cobb-
Vantress.
August 4 — The Uptown Wadesboro
FARMERS MARKET will be open on The
Square from 4:00-6:00 p.m., offering locally-
grown products. Farmers/vendors inter-
ested in a booth may call 704.694.9513 for
more information.
August 5 — Uptown Wadesboro Inc.’s final
SUMMER JAM will be held from 7:00-10:00
p.m. on East Wade St. in historic uptown
Wadesboro. The free concert will feature
Loaded Dice. Attendees are asked to bring a
lawn chair or a blanket for seating.

August 10 — The Anson County Arts
Council’s BACH’S LUNCH will be held.
Details to be announced. For more informa-
tion, call 704.694.4950 or visit
ansoncountyartscouncil.org.

Please go to the
Chamber’s website for
all events activities!
www.ansoncounty.orgwww.ansoncounty.org


